
THE SYMBOLIC IMAGES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT PROPHETS 
 

Image 
Groups 

Part I 
Covenant 

relationship 

Part II 
Rebellion 

Part III 
Redemptive 
Judgment 

Part IV 
Restoration  

Fulfilled 
 

Covenant 
Marriage 

 
 Examples in 

Scripture 

 

Israel Bride of 
Yahweh 

 
Ezekiel 16:4-14;  
Isaiah 61:10-11;  

Jeremiah  2:2 

 

Unfaithful 
adulteress/harlot 

 
Ezekiel 16:15-34; 

23:1-12; Isaiah 1:21; 
Jeremiah 3:6-8; 13:22-

23, 26; 23:10;  
Hosea 4:10-14 

 

Humiliated, abused 
& abandoned by 

lovers 
 

Ezekiel 16:23-61; 23:35-
49; Amos 4:7-8; 
Jeremiah 3:1b-2;  

4:30-31;  
Hosea 2:4-15 

 

The Bride restored to 
her Bridegroom 

 
Promise: Hosea 2:16-25 
Fulfilled: John 3:28-29; 

2 Corinthians 11:2; 
Ephesians 5:25: 27; 
Revelation 19:7-9; 

21:2; 9; 22:17 
 

Vineyard 
or 

Fig tree 
 

Examples in 
Scripture 

 

Well-tended 
vineyard/fruitful fig 

tree 
 

Isaiah 5:1-4;  
Ezekiel 19:10-11; 
Jeremiah  24:4-7 

 

Vines grow 
wild/tree fails to 

produce good fruit 
 

Jeremiah 2:21; Hosea 
2:14; Micah 7:1-4; Joel 

1:11-12; 7:1-4  

 

Weeds overgrow 
vineyard/tree 

produces bad fruit; 
ruin and destruction 

Isaiah 5:3-6; 
Ezekiel 19:12-14; 
Jeremiah  8:13; 
Nahum 3:12-15 

 

Vines are replanted/ 
fruitfulness of tree 

restored 
 
Promise: Hosea 14:2-9 
Fulfilled: John 15:1-2, 4-6 

 

Animals 
 
 
 

Examples in 
Scripture 

 

 

Domesticated 
animals obedient 
to the Master’s 

yoke 
 

Micah 4:13; Isaiah 
40:10-11; 65:25; 
Ezekiel 34:15-16 

 

Resist the yoke; run 
away and become 

wild  
 

Exodus 32:9; 33:3, 5; 
34:9; Deuteronomy 
9:6, 13; Isaiah 50:6; 

53:6; Jeremiah 5:5d-6; 
8:6b-7; 23:1-2;  
Ezekiel 19:1-9 

 

Ravaged by wild 
beasts/birds of prey 

 
 
 

Isaiah 50:7; Jeremiah 
8:15-17; 50:6-7;  

Hosea 8:1-14; 13:6-8 

 

Animals (sheep) 
rescued by their Master 

 
Promise: Ezekiel 34 

Fulfilled Matthew 11:28-30; 
John 1:29, 36; 10:1-18; 

Hebrews 3:20; Revelation 
5:6, 13; 7:9-17; 14:1-10; 
19:2-9; 21:9-23; 22:1-3 

 

Drinking 
Wine 

 
Examples in 

Scripture 

 

Joy of drinking 
good wine 

 
 

Isaiah  25:6-8; 62:8-9; 
65:13; Jeremiah 31:12; 

40:12 
 
 

 

Becoming drunk 

 
 

Isaiah 5:11-12; 28:1, 7-
8; Jeremiah 25:27-28; 
48:26; 51:7; Joel 1:5 

 

Loss of wine; 
drinking the “cup of 

God’s wrath” 
 

Isaiah 51:17-23; 63:2-6; 
Jeremiah 13:12-14; 

25:14-29; 
Ezekiel 23:31-34;  

Joel 4:13 
 

 

Rejoicing in the best 
“new wine” at the 

Master’s table 
 

Promise: Zechariah .9:15-16 
Fulfilled: Luke 22:19-20; 
1 Corinthians 11:23-32; 

Revelation 19:7-9 
 

Michal E. Hunt © 2000 (revised 2012), www.AgapeBibleStudy.com 
 
Each of the image groups consists of four parts: 
♦ Part I: Yahweh and His people enter into a covenant relationship.  Yahweh will bind this people to Himself in 

the blessings of security and prosperity in return for obedience to the covenant of the Torah (first five books of 
Moses) 

♦ Part II: Israel, the covenant people ignore the Laws of the covenant; they rebel by going their own way 
♦ Part III: God sends His holy prophet to call His people back to Him.  Failing in this mission, the prophet calls 

down a Covenant Lawsuit (riv) which results in covenant curses—redemptive punishment meant to bring about 
repentance and restoration 

♦ Part IV: In response to repentance, Yahweh reaches out to restore and to take His people back into the fullness 
of His covenant relationship.           
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Lenten Study Lesson 1 
The visit by a ruler was a parousia, meaning “coming,” “arrival,” or “being present 
among the people.”  In the New Testament, the word gives expression to the Christian 
belief and expectation that Jesus will return to His people in the future (Second Advent of 
Christ).  It is the same term Christians used for the “presence” of Jesus Christ in the 
Eucharistic Banquet.   
 
Notice the repetition of threes connected to Jesus’ ministry; for example: 

• Jesus’ three-year ministry from year one dated from before the Passover in Jn 
2:13; year two the second Passover 6:4; year three the last Passover 11:55 and 
12:1. 

• Jesus’ prediction that the sign of His authority is connected to the three days the 
prophet Jonah was entombed in the great fish (Mt 12:39-40). 

• Three Apostles accompany Jesus to the Mt. of Transfiguration (Mt 17:1-2) 
• Three different anointings by women (first on His feet during year one of His 

ministry = Lk 7:37-38; second on His feet in the third year on Saturday of His last 
week = Jn 12:3; third on His head in His third year on Wednesday of His last 
week = Mt 26:6-7 and Mk 14:3) 

• Three predictions of His Passion and Resurrection on the third day (Mt 16:21-21; 
17:22-23; 20:17-19—repeated in Mk and Lk) 

• Three Temple cleansings (Jn 2:13-25; Mt 21:12 and Mk 11:11-12,15-17) 
• Three different times Caiaphas declared Jesus must die (before Jesus’ last journey 

to Jerusalem in Jn 11:49-50; during His last week in Jn 18:14; and at Jesus’ trial 
in Mt 26:65-66) 

• Three times Pilate declared Jesus’ innocence (Jn 18:38; 19:4 & 6) 
 
Jesus tells three parables directed to the religious authorities who stand in opposition to 
Him in Mt 21:28-22:14: 
Parable #1: The Two Sons in Mt 21:28-32 

1. The vineyard is Israel/Judea, the Old Covenant Church 
2. God is the father 
3. The first son who at first refused and then later served the father in the vineyard 

represents the tax collectors and sinners, the religious outcasts who at first refused 
to serve God but then answered St. John’s call to repentance 

4. The second son who said “yes” but then did not serve represents the chief priests, 
elders, Pharisees, scribes and Sadducees who are the failed shepherds of Israel 
who serve themselves and not God. 

 
Parable #2: The Vineyard in Mt 21:22-41 

1. God is the Master of the house (the Church) 
2. The vineyard is the Promised Land of Israel 
3. The protective hedge and the watchtower represent God’s hand of protection 

over His faithful covenant people 
4. The wine press was intended to transform the fruit of the harvest—the wine of 

the covenant, a symbol of covenant union but which in rebellion only yields the 
“wine of God’s wrath” in judgment 

5. The tenants in charge of the harvest are the religious authorities 
(continued) 
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6. The Master’s servants are the Old Testament prophets (first set) and Jesus’ 
disciples (second set) 

7. Jesus is the Master’s Son who they will kill 
Jesus is the stone which the builders rejected: see Mt 21:42; Ps 118: 22; Is 28:16; Acts 
4:11; Rom 9:33 and 1 Pt 2:7 
 
Parable #3: The Wedding Feast in Mt 22:1-14 

1. The King is God the Father. 
2. The Son/Bridegroom is Jesus, God the Son. 
3. Servants sent out in three groups are the prophets of God sent out over the course 

of salvation history and finally the servants (Apostles and disciples) of Jesus 
Christ. 

4. Guests in three groups are mankind throughout the course of salvation history.  
5. The wedding feast is covenant union and fellowship with God. 
6. Last guests are those called from all nations of the earth to enter the Kingdom and 

come to the feast through Jesus’ Gospel of salvation. 
7. The rejected wedding guest represents those who accepted the invitation to 

salvation but come without a “wedding garment.”  They answer the call but refuse 
to serve—will not wear the garment of grace/faith and works.   

8. Implied in the parable but not mentioned is the Bride who is the Church, dressed 
in the wedding garment of good deeds. 

 
In the Book of Revelation, St. John witnessed the wedding feast in Jesus’ parable: 
Then I heard something like the sound of a great multitude or the sound of rushing 
water or mighty peals of thunder, as they said: “Alleluia! The Lord has established 
his reign, our God, the almighty.  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory.  For 
the wedding day of the Lamb has come, his bride has made herself ready.  She was 
allowed to wear a bright, clean linen garment.”  The linen represents the righteous 
deeds of the holy ones.  Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who 
have been called to the wedding feast of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These words 
are true; they come from God” (Rev 19:6-10). 
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